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ABSTRACT

The Eastern San Diego County Draft Resource Management Plan and Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DRMP/DEIS) describes and analyses five alternatives
for managing approximately 103,303 acres of Bureau of Land Management (BLM)-
administered land in Eastern San Diego County, California. Information provided by the
public, other agencies and organizations, and BLM personnel has been used to develop
and analyze the alternatives in the DRMP/DEIS. Alternative A is the No-action
Alternative and represents continuation of current management. Alternative B, the Mixed
Alternative, provides for visitation and development within the Planning Area, while
ensuring that resource protection is not compromised. Alternative C, the Conservation
Alternative, generally places emphasis on the preservation of the Planning Area’s
natural and cultural resources through limited public use and discontinuation of livestock
grazing. Alternative D, the Development Alternative, generally provides more
opportunities for development such as renewable energy, transportation, and utility right-
of-ways, as well as enhanced recreational opportunities. Alternative E, the Preferred
Alternative, provides for a balance between authorized resource use and the protection
and long-term sustainability of sensitive resources. Major issues addressed in the
DRMP/DEIS include management of recreation and public access, designation and
management of Special Area Designations, management of visual resources, and
protection of cultural resources.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Bureau of Land Management is responsible for the balanced management of the
BLM-administered lands and resources and their various values so that they are
considered in a combination that will best serve the needs of the American people.
Management is based upon the principles of multiple use and sustained yield; a
combination of uses that take into account the long-term needs of future generations for
renewable and nonrenewable resources. These resources include recreation, range,
timber, minerals, watershed, fish and wildlife, wilderness and natural, scenic, scientific,
and cultural values.



Dear Reader:

Enclosed is the Eastern San Diego County Draft Resource Management Plan and Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DRMP/DEIS) for your review and comment. This
document describes five alternative land use plans, including the No-action Alternative
and a Preferred Alternative, for management of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)-
administered public lands within the Planning Area boundary (see Figure ES-1). The
plan will establish management goals and objectives for the Planning Area. The
Planning Area encompasses just over 100,000 acres of BLM-administered land in
eastern San Diego County, California.

The BLM wishes to express its appreciation to all of those who contributed their time and
expertise to this planning effort, other governmental agencies, public organizations, state
and tribal entities, and interested individuals. Public collaboration through the scoping
process led to shaping of issues covering off-highway vehicle use and access to public
lands, livestock grazing, recreation, special status species, vegetation management, and
renewable energy production.

Written comments on this DRMP/DEIS will be considered in the development of the
Proposed Resource Management Plan and Final Environmental Impact Statement
(PRMP/FEIS). Comments are most useful when they address one or more of the
following: '

Errors in the analysis;

New scientific information that would have a bearing on the analysis;
Misinformation that could affect the outcome of the analysis;

Requests for clarification;

A substantive new alternative whose mix of allocations differs from those under
any of the existing alternatives.
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The 90-day public review and comment period will begin the day the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)’s Notice of Availability (NOA) for the DRMP/DEIS is published
in the Federal Register. All comments received must be postmarked by the close of the
comment period to ensure consideration in preparation of the PRMP/FEIS. The
DRMP/DEIS -will be posted on our website (listed below).



To request a printed copy of the DRMP/DEIS and/or submit your written comments,
please contact:

BLM EI Centro Field Office phone: 1-760-337-4400
ESDC RMP Team Lead website:  www.ca.bim.gov
1661 South 4™ Street e-mail: caesdrmp@ca.blm.gov

El Centro, CA 92243

Public comments, including names and street addresses of respondents, will be available
for public review at Bureau of Land Management, 1661 South 4th St., El Centro, California
92243, during regular business hours (8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.), Monday through Friday,
except holidays. Individual respondents may request confidentiality. If you wish to withhold
your name or street address from public review or from disclosure under the Freedom of
Information Act, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. Such
requests will be honored to the extent allowed by law. All submissions from organizations
or businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of
organizations or businesses, will be made available for public inspection in their entirety.

We appreciate your interest and encourage your continued involvement in the planning

process.

Sincerely,

Vicki L. Wood “
- Field Manager





